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News, articles, ads and anecdotes are
welcome. They are subject to editorial
approval

Advertising is accepted at the discretion
of the editor.

Opinions expressed and claims made are
those of the author and may or may not
be the opinion of the editor/publisher.
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ABA Archives Committee Marilyn Cather Digitization Project



The Bullseye Page 3

\
CANINE

NGEL

/A

The Ultimate,
Most Correct To

Breed Standard,

Bully T-Shirt
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(and it doesn't even ?(}( — (M)L)“') =

look like a Mastiff?)

$20
. | 34 s|
It is a beautiful ash grey /+
with black silk-screened =
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(art shown is copyrighted by Angela McGraw, 1995, reproduction is prohibited)
Angela B. McGraw

. . . 14038 Huntley Ave.
h 1 (504)261-0455
Call me if I can help you with anything: (504)2 Baton Rouge LA 70818
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1996 FAR WEST SPECIALTY WEEKEND
MARCH 8 - 10, 1996

ALAMEDA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS, PLEASANTON, CALIFORNIA

THUS FAR, HERE’S THE EVENT SCHEDULE FOR OUR VERY SPECIAL
WEEKEND IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA......

We’ve found a very “dog friendly” hotel. The Holiday Inn
in Pleasanton...
$69.00 per room/night
$10.00 non-refundable pet deposit.
*More will be coming on the accommodations.....

Friday, March 8 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn
lce Cream Social and Educational Seminar.
Dr. Janice Cain, Reproductive Specialist
will discuss “Maximizing Fertility”.
$10.00 per person includes seminar and ice cream.

Saturday, March 9 Sweepstakes and Regular Classes at the Alameda County
Fairgounds.

Judges: Sweepstakes: Thomas Tobin
Regular: Walter Pinsker

Banquet and Raffle/Art Auction*
7:00 p.m at the Holiday Inn

$27.00 per person for the Banquet.

Sunday, March 10 Supported entry in conjunction with DelValle Kennel Club
Held at the Alameda County Fairgrounds.

Judge: Stephen Hubbell

*If you have any Raffie or Art Auction Items, please let me know. Your contributions will
be greatly appreciated.

TROPHIES: We still need trophy donations. Any amount will be

wonderful! Please make checks payable to: Connie Urbanski, Trophies and send
them to 262 Elder Ave., Millbrae CA 94030-2429.

REMEMBER TO PUT THIS WEEKEND ON YOUR CALENDAR!!!!
QUESTIONS: CALL CONNIE (415) 697-7074 OR 363-4840

ABA Archives Committee Marilyn Cather Digitization Project
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CULTURAL EATING HABITS IN PETS Reprinted from DOG WORLD

September 1995
Science and the Dog

To many Americans, the idea of swapping our morning toast and coffee for a bow! of fish soup is less than
appealing. do dogs and cats in the United States prefer different food than their furry friends in Japan,
England or France, like their human counterparts? According to the Waltham Center for Pet Nutrition (WCPN),
pets' palates relate directly to their owners cultural surroundings.

"Our palate prejudices as owners figure into what we think your dogs and cats want to eat, and we ultimately
choose which food goes into their bowl," says James Sokolowski, D.V.M., Ph.D., veterinary communications
manager for Wa'tham U.S.A. Inc. "In Japan where fish is primary to human diets, cats are often fed clam and
calamari flavored pet food, while in Europe owners prefer to feed rabbit and duck flavored foods that are more
closely aligned with dishes they eat themselves."

In terms of flavor, most pet owners in the United States assume it is innate that "all cats like fish, and all dogs
like meat." But in reality, what a pet eats has much to do with what it is accustomed to eating. For example,
while not all cats like fish, a higher percentage of cats in Japan than other locales will relish the taste of fish
since that is what they are fed almost exclusively. likewise, dogs in Mexico are more inclined to accept spicy
food, and even chilies, because they have been exposed to it by their owners. Dogs of the same breeds living
in England may refuse such pungent dishes. Feeding meat-based pet foods to cats and dogs is popular in
continental Europe--but their counterparts in India will never taste the meat of the sacred cow.

While nurturing has much to do with what pets eat, genetics still has its place in determining animals' likes and
dislikes, resulting in common characteristics worldwide. In studies of cats that are regularly exposed to fish
flavors and of cats who have never been exposed to fish, an equal amount of cats in both groups accepted
or rejected the taste of fish. Also, as a general rule, it is true that dogs are rather flexible, while cats around
the globe have earned their finicky reputation--some not eating the same food twice in a row and others that
choose to starve rather than eat something distasteful to them.

Perhaps the most important piece of research from WCPN shows that even though owners unwittingly project

their own cultural likes and dislikes on their pets, pets are more likely to eat whatever is given to them if it is
fed by hand.

"The attention from and interaction with the owners becomes more important to the pet than the food itself,"

says Sokolowski. "So make sure that loving interaction with your pet means feeding it appropriate foods--table

scraps are not good for animals. Give pets proper interactive play and cuddle time and forgo scraps for
balanced, nutritious pet food."

101000 10 10 10 10 30 10 30 10 30 10 10 10 10 30 10 10 10 10 10 1 10 0 I I

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET SEEN THE SEPTEMBER 1995 "DOG WORLD" THERE IS A
MULTIPAGE, WITH PHOTOS, ARTICLE BY SHARON PFLAUMER ON THE BREED. THERE IS A

BULLMASTIFF ON THE COVER OF THIS ISSUE .

ABA Archives Comittee Marilyn Cather Digitization Project
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1996 BULLMASTIFF CALENDAR

A VERY FEW COPIES OF THE 1996 BULLMASTIFF CALENDAR ARE AVAILABLE.
CALENDARS CONTAIN A FULL PAGE BULLMASTIFF PICTURE WITH EACH MONTH. EACH
MONTH HAS SPACE FOR NOTATIONS ON EACH DATE. THERE IS A WHLPING
CALENDAR AT THE BACK OF THE CALENDAR. EACH CALENDAR IS $10 INCLUDING
POSTAGE. MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO AND MAIL TO: Carol Beans, 12131 Arroyo Avenue,

Santa Ana, CA 92705-3012.
10 10 1M 1 1 1 1 10 10 1 10 10 1 1 1 1 I I Il If
BULLSEYE AND 1995 PICTORIAL BACK ISSUES

SOME BULLSEYE BACK-ISSUES ARE AVAILABLE AT $5 EACH INCLUDING POSTAGE.
THERE ARE A FEW FROM AS FAR BACK AS TEN YEARS. THE 1995 PEDIGREE PICTORIAL
HAS BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE ON A FIRST COME - FIRST SERVED BASIS FOR $5
INCLUDING POSTAGE. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL TO: The Bullseye, 12131 Arroyo
Avenue, Santa Ana, CA 92705-3012

IC 10 10 I I I 10 10 10 10 I I 10 10 10 I I I 1T II

ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS TO
1995 A.B.A. NATIONAL SPECIALTY REPORT

Correct 3rd place in 6-9 Month Puppy Dog Sweepstakes to read:
CAHILL'S RUN ON BLUFF CREEK - Lanice K. Miller

AWARD OF MERIT WINNERS:
CH. MR. U'S MUSIC MAN - Bill Underwood
CH. AAMODT'S GRIFFIN OF RAM'S GATE - Judy A. Nash
CH. LEATHERNECK'S GRIZZLY - Anita Lewis & Jean Robinson
CH. LADYBUG'S THORN OF THE ROSE BD - Candy & Fred Welch, Peggy Graham
CH. LEATHERNECK'S BIT OF HAPPYLEGS - Alan Kalter & Chris Lezotte
CH. LADYBUG I'M ROSE BARRETTE - Candy & Fred Welch & Mary N. Eager
CH. SUMERTYM'S FANCY RED RAYNE - Robert & Kathy Manuel
CH. LEATHERNECK'S BULLETTE - Vickie Miller
CH. LEATHERNECK'S ACE IRE BONG - Bruce C. Mack
CH. SHADY OAK SPOT OF HAPPYLEGS - Alan Kalter & Chris Lezottle

ABA Archives Comittee Marilyn Cather Digitization Project
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BULLMASTIFF FUN MATCH

On September 30, 1995 a Bullmastiff Fun Match was sponsored by the following Bullmastiff breeders:
High Hill Kennels - Barbara and Ray Shoneck and Alice Borowiec
Wildwind Bulimastiffs -Louie and Debbie Mylek
Allen's Bullmastiffs-Linda and Steve Allen
Happy Days Bullmastiffs-Aimee Day.
The profits from the fun match were equally divided between the American Bullmastiff Rescue and the
Meriden Humane Society. They each received $200. Also, generous amounts of dog and cat food were
donated to the Humane Society.

The festive fall atmosphere with the brightly colored mums and foliage made the day especially nice for all
the exciting events to choose from. There was the Canine Good Citizen testing, obedience judging, breed
classes, agility and carting demonstration.

The raffle display on the bales of hay decorated with corn stalks and pumpkins was a dog lover's delight.
There were baskets of dog food, dog toys, gift certificates, NDR registration with a tattoo, bags of dog food,
t-shirts, a beautiful hand-made photo album, cat tins filled with cat food (for our cat lovers), dog tins, a
Bulimastiff switch plate cove, and note cards. Many whloesalers, retailers, distributors and breeders
generously donated to help this day be a success. We would like to thank everyone that participated in
giving their time and donations in making this day special.

The agility demonstration was presented by High Hill's Little Lucibella. "Lucy" owned by Peter and Vicki Berry
with training intruction by John Gagnon and Alice Borowiec.

High Hill's Living Legend showed what a good job a Bullmastiff can do pulling a cart or anything else he puts
his mind to. Of course, he had the excellent guidance of his trainer/owner, Alice.

There were 16 breed entries and Russell Anderson did an exceptional job as judge with John Anderson as
steward. There were 9 obedience entries with Alice Borowiec as judge and Rose Anderson and Lynn Collins
as stewards.

PUPPY CLASS RESULTS

9 - 12 Month Puppy Dog

1. DUKE - Mary Lynn & Jim Farley

2. BULL - Shawna Wheeler

3. BRUNO - lldefonso and Ismenia Ferrer

3 - 6 Month Puppy Bitch
1. HIGH HILL'S GREAT EXPECTATIONS - Alice Borowiec & Barbara Shoneck

9 - 12 Month Puppy Bitch

1. MOONSHADOW - Jenny Brown & Michael La Scala
2. WINNIE - Vicki & Peter Berry

3. RUBY - Patty & Bob Loggia

4. GYPSY - Aimee Day

ABA Archives Comittee Marilyn Cather Digitization Project
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BULLMASTIFF FUN MATCH (continued):

BEST PUPPY IN MATCH - DUKE
BEST OF OPPOSITE SEX PUPPY IN MATCH - HIGH HILL'S GREAT EXPECTATIONS

ADULT CLASSES
12 - 18 Month Dog
1. TREMOR - Sandra Froelich & Jim Odo

Novice Dog
1. BENTLEY - Emily Hughes
2. OAKRIDGE HOMER AWAY - Deb & Joe Schum

American Bred Dog
1. HIGH HILL'S BUBA BEAR MEISTER - Mary Ellen & John Moscaluk

Open Dog
1. HIGH HILL'S LIVING LEGEND - Alice Borowiec & Barbara Shoneck

Novice Bitch
1. RITSA - Michael West

Bred By Exhibitor Bitch
1. WILDWIND'S CARA MIA - Debbie & Louie Mylek

BEST ADULT IN MATCH - HIGH HILL'S BUBA BEAR MEISTER
BEST OF OPPOSITE SEX ADULT IN MATCH - WILDWIND'S CARA MIA

OBEDIENCE RESULTS

Pre-Novice

1. CH. STONEBULL'S NIGHT SKY, C.G.C -Jackie Smith

2. HIGH HILL'S NORM - Joe & Tina Tonelli

3. HIGH HILL'S MOONSHADOW - Jenny Brown & Michael LaScala

HIGH IN TRIAL - CH. STONEBULL'S NIGHT SKY, C.G.C.

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN AWARDS MATCH PHOTOS
HIGH HILL'S NORM - Tina & Joe Tonelli ON FOLLOWING PAGE
CHARLOTTE - Barbara Rekas

1 Y Y | Y Y 1 Y A 1 1 Y ¥ | Y I { A I 1 A

PEDIGREE PICTORIAL ADVERTISING AND SUBSCRIPTION
NOTICES WILL BE MAILED THE FIRST WEEK OF JANUARY.
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Best Adult in Match Best of Opposite Sex Adult in Match
HIGH HILL'S BUBA BEAR MEISTER WILDWIND'S CARA MIA

Best Puppy in Match Best of Opposite Sex Puppy in Match
DUKE HIGH HILL'S GREAT EXPECTATIONS
The Bullseye
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High In Trial & 1st Pre-Novice Obedience Canine Good Citizen
CH. STONEBULL'S NIGHT SKY C.G.C. HIGH HILL'S NORM
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1990 - 1995

Brigalette of Bullmast

Quite simply said, she was a loving mother
and adoring friend,
loved by all who knew her.

Gordon & Gail Parker

ABA Archives Committee Marilyn Cather Digitization Project
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The Southwest Bullmastiff Club has available NOW
lovely T- Shirts to commemorate our 1996 ABA
Southwest Specialty and Sweepstakes !!

Designed for the Bullmastiff-lover in You by the world-renowned artist, Angela

McGraw, the artwork on this T - shirt is 11 x 14 and nearly covers the whole front of

the shirt. Order now - so you won't miss out on this fantastic, one-of-a-kind, not to
be repeated, collectors item!

Shirts are $ 15.00 each in Ash or Cream in sizes Land XL (XXL and XXXL - $ 17.00)
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To receive yours, send your name, address and phone number along with your check made
payable to Southwest Bullmastiff Club to Vickie lang, 3624 Llanier Drive, Baton Rouge, LA

70814-1119 - adding $ 3.00 postage for the first shirt, and $ 1.50 for each additional shirt
ordered. Please allow 2 - 3 weeks for delivery.

Don’t forget! Make plans to join us in Texas, March 22 - 25, 1996 for fFour days
of Fun, Friendship and Major good times!! You'll be glad you did!

ABA Archives Committee Marilyn Cather Digitization Project
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Aggressive Behavior
in Dogs

Debra Horwitz, DVM
Veterinary Behavior Consultations
St. Louis, Missouri

After receiving her DVM from
Michigan State University in 1975,
Dr. Horwitz practiced clinical and
behavioral medicine for 15 years.
Since 1990 she has concentrated on
treating behavior problems in
companion animals. Dr. Horwitz
frequently lectures and writes about
small animal behavior and is
currently the Secretary/Treasurer of
the American Veterinary Society of
Animal Behavior.

DEFINITIONS

* aggression—threats or harmful action
directed toward other individuals'

* snarling—raising of the lips to expose teeth

* growl—vocalization, usually signifving
aggressive intent

* snap—attempt to bite that does not muke
contact

* bite——contact berween the animal's teeth
and the victim that results in wounds

* counterconditioning—teaching an animat
to perform an alternative behavior that is
incompatible with the previous response

¢ desensitization—slowly acclimating an
animal to a fear-producing stimulus while
not producing the fearful response

PEDIGREE® BREEDER FORUM® Magazine
Vol. 4, No. 4, 1995
pages 11-16

ggressive behavior by dogs is not uncommon.
Aln fact, aggression between dogs is another

method of communicating and may be used to
resolve competitive disputes over resources or to in-
crease an animal’s reproductive potential. It is impor-
tant to realize that aggression is merely a description
of the actions that a dog takes. The term aggression
describes the behavior but does not give any informa-
tion about the underlying motivation or causation for
the behavior. There are multiple ways to classify ag-
gression in dogs. Aggression can be subdivided
based on intended victim, body postures during ag-
gression, and other factors, including but not limited to
resources the animal may want, estrous status of ani-
mals involved, and location of the aggressive en-
counter.

CLASSIFYING AGGRESSION

Aggression can be classified by differing methods.
Ethologists (people who study animal behavior) often
use the term agonistic to describe encounters be-
tween animals (usually of the same species) that in-
volve conflict or contest. These confrontations can in-
volve fighting, escape, dominant and submissive
gestures, and posturing.? Another method of charac-
terizing aggression is to identify the behavior as offen-
sive or defensive. In companion animals various
terms have been used to classify and delineate differ-
ent types of aggression in dogs®:

* Dominance related
¢ Possessive

* Protective and territorial
* Predatory

« Fear induced

* Pain induced

¢ Parental

* Redirected

* Play

* Intermale

* Interfemale

* Pathophysiologic

Although other classification systems may include
other terms, the above covers most aggressive en-
counters shown by dogs.

IDENTIFYING AGGRESSION

Inherent in labeling a behavior as “aggressive” is the
need to know what an aggressive animal looks like. As
mentioned earlier, aggressive behaviors are normal in
dogs; however, when they result in human or animal in-
jury, such behaviors are dangerous and objectionable.
Human safety must always be a primary consideration
when discussing aggression in dogs. Approximately 1
to 2 million bite wounds occur annually, and most peo-
ple are bitten by animals they own or that are known to
them. Ten percent of visits to emergency rooms are the

ABA Archives Committee Marilyn Cather Digitization Project
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Figure 1. Submissive behaviors in dogs. (Top) Dog on leftis simply averting eyes and avoid-
ing the dominant dog. (Middle) Dog on the Jeft is displaying a more pronounced submissive
posture. (Bottom) Supine posture by the dog on the left is characteristic of juveniles. (From:
THE BEHAVIOR OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS, by Hart. Copyright © 1985 by W.H. Freeman

and Company. Used with permission.)

result of bite wounds, and ten peo-
pie (one-third of whom are infants)
die each year of animal bites,
Eighty percent of bite wounds are
inflicted by dogs.* This information
demonstrates the importance of
making pet owners understand,
recognize, avoid, and/or contro! ag-
gressive behavior in dogs.

Body postures and facial ex-
pressions in dogs can often give
an indication of an animal's intent
in a social encounter. Often, by
observing the behavior, potential
aggression can be recognized and
injury can therefore be averted.
When a dog is faced with an “un-
wanted intrusion” (from the dog’s
perspeclive), it may send out “go
away” signals that are designed to
get the intruder to leave. Often
these signais are arranged along a

ABA Archives Committee Marilyn Cather

hierarchy, moving from subtle to
intense. These signals are trig-
gered by factors such as distance
to the subject, speed of approach,
size of the intruder, location of the
encounter, and history of previous

dogs meet, they establish eye con-
tact. The more dominant dog main-
tains eye contact longer, while the
more subordinate dog iooks away.
Prolonged eye contact can be con-
sidered a threat by both dominant
and subordinate dogs. Dogs that
are acting subordinate by looking
away may feel threatened by con-
tinued eye contact (which humans
often maintain) and bite out of fear.
A dominant dog reacts to contin-
ued eye contact by holding the
stare and escalating the threat. A
dark iris or hair that hides the eyes
can make eye contact difficult to
ascertain in certain breeds of dogs.
[f the intrusion continues, the
dog may escaiate the threat by ex-
posing the teeth and snarling. The
varying conformation of the canine
muzzle (e.g., long pendulous lips
or long hair or beards on the face)
can inhibit one’s ability to observe
movement of the lips. The position
of the ears can also indicate ca-
nine intent. A subordinate and/or
fearful dog usually places the ears
back, whereas a more dominant
dog holds its ears more erect.
Again, visualization of these posi-
tions can be inhibited by conforma-
tion, coat, and cosmetic surgery.
When threatened, dogs also try
to change their apparent size by pi-
loerection (i.e., the standing up of
hair) along the neck and back. This
reaction occurs in both dominant
and fearful dogs. The position of
the tail can change as weil. Many
dogs hold the tail high above the
horizontal with a flagging motion.

Approximately 1 to 2 million bite wounds occur
annually, and most people are bitten by animals they

own or that are known to them.

encounters. When discussing how
dogs might react in these circum-
stances, we need to understand
canine communication.

The first and often most subtle
sign that a dog reacts to during an
intrusion is eye contact. When two

The intent here is to get the intrud-
er to go away. A dog that is sub-
missive may not try to increase its
size but instead tries to become
smaller. It tucks its tail between its
legs, lowers its head, perhaps
crouches down, and may even roll

Digitization Project
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Figure 2. Dog on the right is exihibiting the play solicitation posture. (From: THE BEHAVIOR
OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS, by Hart. Copyright © 1985 by W.H. Freeman and Company. Used

with permission.)

over onto its back or side. In this
situation, the intent is to appease
and hopefully decrease the aggres-
sive threat. A dog that is fearful can
exhibit a combination of previously
described postures. For example,

may be flattened against the head
and the head and neck may lower.
With additional provocation the dog
may lunge and attack.

Another factor that affects the
dog’s response to intrusion is the

The first and often most subtle sign that a dog reacts

to is eye contact.

the dog may look at the intruder
and have its hair up on the back,
but with the tail lowered, the ears
held flat against the head, and the
body slightly crouched. In any of
these postures the dog may be
growling and/or barking (Figure 1).
If a dog maintains its body posi-
tion, a standoff can occur and the
confrontation can end. If the threat
continues (or if the dog perceives
that the threat is continuing), the
dog has to make choices. It can es-
calate its threat, bluff, or back
down. If a dog is “bluffing,” it may
shift its weight backward and in-
crease the veclume and pitch of its
bark. The dog may also lower its
body at the same time. Often, if the
intruder then turns away, the dog
may attack from behind. If the dog
desires to stand its ground, it in-
creases its threat; it leans its body
forward, intensifies its growl, and
makes more teeth visible. The ears

ABA Archives Commttee Marilyn Cather

distance to the intruder. With wild
mammals there is a concept of
flight and critical distance reac-
tions.> Reaction to an intruder
varies with distance. When an in-
truder reaches a “critical distance,”
the animal must decide whether to
fight or flee. If flight is possible,
many animals choose to escape;
however, if flight is blocked or if the
intruder gets too close too quickly,
the animal may choose to fight.®
This is often what happens in ag-

Another body posture of dogs
that is not associated with aggres-
sive behavior at all is the play bow,
a play soliciting gesture that is of-
ten accompanied by barking and
intense running behavior (Figure
2).

As mentioned, breed character-
istics can inhibit one’s ability to see
certain body postures and facial
expressions of aggression. This in-
creases the danger to people, es-
pecially those unfamiliar with canid
behavior.

PROBLEM AGGRESSIVE
BEHAVIORS

While there are many types of
aggression in companion dogs,
some occur more commonly than
others. Pet owners most frequently
seek advice for dominance related
aggression, intraspecific aggres-
sion, and fear aggression. Territori-
al aggression is seen in many
dogs that are kept as pets, but of-
ten owners want this type of ag-
gression and do not seek help,
even when it results in injury to
others. All pet owners must realize
that aggressive behaviors are dan-
gerous and difficult to treat. Al-
though the frequency of aggres-
sive encounters may decrease, in
many cases the behavior is not
completely eliminated; owners
must be careful to monitor their
dog's behavior to prevent injury to
people and other animals.

Dominance Aggression
Dominance aggression is com-
monly presented to animal behav-
iorists for treatment. It arises from
the normal pack behavior of
canids. When living in packs, ritu-

All pet owners must realize that aggressive behaviors
are dangerous and difficult to treat.

gressive encounters between peo-
ple and dogs and between dogs.
People move quickly toward a dog
without assessing the animal’s re-
action until it is too late.

alized displays and aggressive be-
haviors help maintain the social hi-
erarchy. Dominance aggression
occurs in circumstances where the
dog is protecting access to critical

Digitization Project
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resources (e.g., food, resting
places, favored possessions,
mates, or favored people in the
home) or is resisting dominant
gestures (e.g., standing over the
dog, petting on top of the head and
neck, forcing into subordinate posi-
tions such as sit or down, repri-
manding the dog, pulling the dog
by the collar, or approaching its
resting places”); it is usually direct-
ed toward family (or pack) mem-
bers who reside with the dog.®
Dominance aggression often be-
gins when the dog is between 18
months and 2 years of age. No ac-
curate studies have been done to
determine whether puppy testing
can reliably identify those animals
that will later exhibit dominant ag-
gressive behaviors.

Dominance aggression presents
real risks to family members who
live with the dog. Often the family
members feel that the behavior is
unprovoked and do not understand
why the dog is aggressive. Howev-
er, with further questioning, a pat-
tern of behavior usually emerges
that indicates eliciting stimuli coin-
ciding with the provocation criteria
listed above. Pet owners need to
be aware of the concept of domi-
nance hierarchy and dominant
postures and gestures that can
provoke aggressive behavior.
Many dogs are predictable as to
when they will be aggressive and
how aggressive they will be in any
given situation, but others are not.
Unpredictability complicates treat-
ment and the ability to safely keep
the dog in the home. Unpredicta-
bilities in both the occurrence of
the aggressive behavior and the
intensity of the aggression create
a dangerous situation.”

Treatment in dominance aggres-
sion is designed to reverse the
dominance hierarchy and gradual-
ly give the owner more control over
the dog in benign situations. Grad-
ually, if the dog allows, the owner
learns to control the dog in other
situations. Owners are counseled
never to confront dominant aggres-
sive dogs or to try to “win” aggres-
sive encounters through force.
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Dogs who have been dominant in
their home for some time become
unwilling to relinquish that role and
may go to great length to protect
their place in the hierarchy. When
the animal is confronted, this could
result in severe owner injury.

The first step in treatment is to
educate owners as to which of
their behaviors may result in pro-
voking an aggressive encounter
with a dominant dog. Eve contact
is considered confrontational, and
activities such as reaching for the
dog, grabbing the collar, moving
the dog from a resting place, tak-
ing away food or other objects, and
forcing the dog into a subordinate
position are all possible provoca-
tions for a dominant dog to become
aggressive. Second, all aggressive
situations are identified and then
avoided. Third, the owners are
taught to attempt to reverse the
dominance hierarchy by asking the
dog to perform a task (e.g., sit or
down) before the animal gets any-
thing it wants such as food, atten-
tion, to go in or out, and to play.*

A detailed examination of the
problem may also reveal other ar-
eas that can be addressed through
counterconditioning and desensiti-
zation of the dog to dominance
challenges. Most importantly, the
owners must realize how to pro-
vide safety for themselves and
family members while working with
the dog. At no time are owners en-
couraged to challenge the dog in
an attempt to wrest the power from

likelihood of dominance aggres-
sion. From an early age, puppies
can be taught that the owner is the
leader. Frequent handling of the
puppy and its food, possessions,
and collar and moving it from rest-
ing places can help reinforce the
owner as leader. Early intervention
and training of puppies can also
aid in development of dogs that
are subordinate to their awners."

Fear Aggression

Fear-motivated aggression is
common in dogs and frequently re-
sults in human injury. The fearful
dog often iearns that aggressive
displays make the intruder retreat,
which increases the likelihood that
aggressive behavior will continue.
Owners often reinforce the aggres-
sive behavior unknowingly. When
owners pet the dog, speak in a
soothing tone of voice, or allow the
dog to lean against them, fearful
behavior is rewarded by the reas-
suring body contact and vocal into-
nation. Although the owner has
good intentions, the desired effect
of calming the dog does not occur.
Fearful dogs are identified by their
posture: ears back, tail tucked, and
a horizontal, rather than vertical,
retraction of the lips (Figure 3).

Dogs can fear a variety of things,
often encompassing people and lo-
cations. Fearfu! behaviors can be
learned or can occur due to inade-
guate socialization or a traumatic
experience. When dealing with
fearful dogs, the first step is to

Pet owners need to be aware of the concept of

dominance hierarchy and dominant postures and

gestures that can provoke aggressive behavior.

the dog. Treatment of dominant
aggressive dogs is best handled
by an applied or veterinary behav-
iorist.

Although it is not clear that domi-
nant aggressive dogs can be iden-
tified in puppyhood, certain owner
behaviors can help to decrease the

identity all situations, people, and
places eliciting the aggressive be-
havior. Repeated examination of
the aggressive encounters is com-
monly necessary to identity the
fearful stimulus. Examples of fear-
ful situations include strangers or
children approaching and reaching
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Figure 3. Posture of a fearful dog. The ani-
mal's head is lowered, the ears are back,
and it is hiding behind its owner. (Photo-
graph courtesy of Dr. Victoria L. Voith.)

for the dog, new places, new ob-
jects, possible discipline, or chal-
lenges by the owner. Some dogs
that appear to be behaving in a
dominantly aggressive manner
may actually be fearful. Clear de-
scriptions of the body posture and
reactions of the animal are needed
to make a diagnosis.

Once a diagnosis of fear ag-
gression has been established, a
treatment program can begin. The
cornerstones of treating fearful ag-
gression are counterconditioning
and desensitization. Countercondi-
tioning teaches the dog to respond
to the fearful situation differently
than it did previously. Often this
means teaching the dog to sit qui-
etly and happily for a tasty food re-
ward. Sitting and anticipating a
food treat is incompatible with
crouching and snarling at per-
ceived fearful stimuli. Desensitiza-
tion occurs by gradually exposing
the animal to the fearful stimulus,
albeit at levels too low to provoke a
fearful response. The animal is
then rewarded with a food reward
for not exhibiting any anxious or
aggressive behavior. Gradually the
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animal learns to tolerate the stimu-
lus and no longer regards it as fear
inducing.'’

Counterconditioning and desen-
sitization are powerful tools, but
they can be difficult to use correct-
ly. The fearful stimulus must be ac-
curately placed on a gradient from
low to high and must be appropri-
ately presented to the animal. It is
important to present the stimulus in
a manner that does not elicit fear
and to then reward only calm, non-
anxious, nonaggressive behavior.
Inappropriate rewards can in-
crease, not decrease, the fear re-
sponse. For this reason, treatment
of excessive fears and aggression
is often best left to a behaviorist.

Preventing fears is easier than
treating them. Adequate exposure
of puppies to many different peo-
ple and situations can help avoid
many fearful behaviors. Teaching
a dog to obey a command associ-
ated with relaxed postures can be
useful in potential anxiety-produc-
ing situations. It is also helpful to
avoid rewarding fearful behavior.

Intraspecies Aggression
Aggression between dogs, espe-
cially dogs that live together, can
be a serious problem. Not only do
the animals get injured, but owners
are often injured themselves when
attempting to intervene in fights.
Another term that has been used
for this type of aggression is social
status aggression. This term prob-

group lives by certain rules, which
are usually known and understood
by all members; thus aggression
and injury are minimized. Typically
in a multiple dog household, one
dog is dominant. When two dogs in
the house vie for the dominant
role, repeated fights can result if
one animal does not back down.

Often, the fighting occurs not
when the dogs are alone but rather
in the presence of the owner.
Why? One possibility is that the
owner allows subordinate dogs to
break the rules. For example, the
dominant dog usually has access
to critical resources (food, resting
places, mates, or favored posses-
sions or people) before the others.
In other words, life is not fair; how-
ever, owners would like to make it
fair and often allocate resources
like attention to lower ranking dogs
at the expense of higher ranking
ones. When this occurs, the higher
ranking dog may become aggres-
sive toward the lower ranking dog
that “broke the rules.” This usually
results in the higher ranking dog
being punished by owners. Thus a
scenario can be established in
which the lower ranking dog learns
that it can have access to re-
sources it does not normally have
when the owner is not around to
“protect” it. If the breach in the hi-
erarchy continues, the high ranking
dog may escalate its aggression to
keep the lower ranking dog in its
place.

Earful behaviors can be learned or can occur due to

inadequate socialization or a traumatic experience.

ably more adequately describes
what may be occurring when two
dogs in a household fight.

As mentioned earlier, dogs have
a hierarchy in their group. Through
the use of dominant and subordi-
nate displays, animals maintain
harmony among the group mem-
bers. Social status in the group of-
ten determines which animal has
access to what resources. The

One resolution to this problem is
for the owner to recognize which
dog is the higher ranking one and
to give it all the privileges that go
with that status. Thus the higher
ranking dog is fed first, is petted
first, is allowed in and out of the
door first, and so forth. When the
higher ranking dog is getting atten-
tion from the owner, the other dogs
must wait their turn. This may alle-
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viate the problem in early cases of
intraspecies aggression; however,
in other cases where the aggres-
sion is already severe or where the
dog does not relinquish rank. the
animals need to be separated or
put on leashes (with or without
muzzles or head collars) and the
intervention of an appiied animal or

muzzle sends a signal to the dog
as to who is the leader. This in turn
stimulates both natural and instinc-
tive reactions in the dog and allows
the person holding the lead to be
in control. Dogs also feel more se-
cure when they know who the
leader is. Finally, when you control
the head of a dog, you can control

Owners should not allow the dogs to “fight it out”

because severe injury or death can result.

veterinary behaviorist should be
sought. Owners should not be en-
couraged to allow the dogs to “fight
it out” because severe injury or
death can result. In cases of se-
vere and/or constant aggression
between dogs, dogs may need to
separated while owners are not
home to avoid injury. Although
rare, housemates have been
known to kill one another.

TRAINING AIDS

Each of these aggressive behav-
iors can often be improved by the
use of a head collar training sys-
tem. The one that | use most com-
monly is the Gentle Leader®
Promise Behavior Management
System®?® The head collar system
is designed to use species-specific
methods of control that the dog un-
derstands. Pressure on the back of
the head and neck and on the
ePremier Pet Products, Richmond. VA.

where the dog goes without chok-
ing it. Any age dog can wear a
head collar, and this training
method often allows owner control
without a’struggle. A head collar
can be useful in dogs exhibiting
dominance aggression because it
aids in establishing the owner as
leader without direct confrontation.
In fearfully aggressive dogs, a
head collar can also have a calm-
ing eftect when the dog recognizes
the leadership of the owner. Final-
ly, when placed on both fighting
dogs in a household, head collars
can increase owner control and
make both dogs subordinate to the
owner.

CONCLUSION

Aggression in dogs can be a se-
rious problem and can result in hu-
man and animal injury. All pet own-
ers need to be responsible and
need to understand canine aggres-

sion and communication so that
dogs and peopie can live together
harmoniously.
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Ch. Ladybug's Lady Caitlin, T. D.

Best Veteran in Sweepstakes
(Breeder/Judge Charles Murphy)

Ralph and | would like to publicly express our thanks for the tremendous support CAITLIN received at

the national this year. We were truly honored by all of the compliments given to her from judges within

the education group and from friends and fanciers at ringside. Thank you for every single word. “
OWNED AND LOVED BY:

Denise & Ralph Borton

Kalamazoo, Michigan
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KEEPER BULLMASTIFFS

MEX/INT'L CH. MOLLY FRONT CADY'S RAPTOR, CGC, OFA

MOLLY is pictured with her boy, Ben. It won't be too long before she has offspring of her own...She has
been bred to up and coming red hunk, TAILWYNDE'S SUDDEN IMPACT. He has an impressive head,
slightly undershot bite, nice dark eyes and just the right amount of bone and balance, typical of his well-
known line! MOLLY is an ultra sound 24", 115 Ib. brindle. She has a wonderful temperament and great
health; normal thyroid, sound hips and a super scissor bite! This awesome litter is expected by the end
of December. Interested parties may call:

619-263-3214
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BULLMOON BULLMASTIFFS PROUDLY
Ch. Wyndmere's Elviras Symphony, CGC

SANDCASTLE MAXX OF WYNDMERE x KINGSPINE LILIPUS SUGAR BABY

ELLY was owner-handled to her championship. She's a beautiful mover with a sweet temperament, very
muscular with heavy bone and great pigment. we are very proud of our girl and are expecting
exceptions puppies form this line breeding due on Thanksgiving.

OWNERS - BREEDERS

BULLMOON BULLMASTIFFS
Kathy & Gary Pyles

Brockport, NY 716-638-6438
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ANNOUNCES A BREEDING THAT'S GRREAT!
fo Ch. Blazin's Tony The Tiger

CH. BLAZIN'S VALHALLA, CD x CH. SOJOURNER QEEN OF SOUL, ROM

TONY is a gorgeous red brindle with massive bone, substance, great pigment, and an excellent
temperament. TONY finished quickly with 3 majors, one of which was for BW at the 1994 NEW
ENGLAND SPECIALTY.

OWNERS
BLAZIN BULLMASTIFFS

Roxanne & Tom LaPaglia
Churchville, MD 410-836-2211
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